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EDUCATION/ QUALIFICATION 

MSW​, Management of Human Services – Master of Social Work, 2011, University of Michigan – Ann Arbor

MFA, Interior Design, John F. Kennedy University, Orinda, Ca, and California College of Arts Crafts 
Master’s Thesis – Designing for Persons with Special Needs and Environmental Concerns
BA, Interior Design, Western Design Institute, San Francisco, California

BA, Social Behavioral Science–Psychology Emphasis, John F. Kennedy University, Orinda, California

AA, Political Science, Stephens College, Columbia, Missouri

American Society of Interior Designers (ASID), Professional, Past Board Member and Chairperson
California Certified Interior Designer (CCID), Wisconsin Registered Interior Designer (WRID)
Career Summary
Seen by others as an expert designer, facilitator and solution maker. Motivated toward successful project completions using resourcefulness, conceptual creativity, and design, communication strong problem-solving abilities. Highly experienced with customer-focused design and consultative sales, client service and product distribution. Successfully bootstrapped a private design firm to financial success. Developed award winning commercial, hospitality, institutional, educational and residential projects. Demonstrates strong leadership and organizational skills that control project completion within schedules and design project budgets, and with high client satisfaction.
Management/Leadership 
* Developed and facilitated a community assessment program with IRB approval resulting in an exhibition.

* Liaised between stakeholders in community development and urban redevelopment/planning program.

* Created and managed retail store and attached Design Studio with employees.

* Managed San Francisco Showroom for luxury kitchen interior design firm, which imports Italian cabinetry.

* Chaired ASID community service charity fundraiser – Project Playhouse for Home Aid, Newport Beach, CA.

* Led educational office and lighting renovation, and school’s long-range facility growth strategy.

* Prepares specification documents, oversees product orders and installations, interfaces with clients/suppliers.

* Completed numerous successful, high profile design projects for corporate marketing, charity, and            community initiatives.

Marketing/Sales
* Guides clients and team through a design process and applies winning marketing techniques.

* Built premier reputation: keeps finger on the pulse of cutting-edge trends, materials, code requirements.

* Incorporates individual taste, lifestyle, trends and budget to provide innovative and satisfying projects.

* Developed company and dealer plans for regional sales.

* Wrote marketing and sales advertising and brochures for retail store, design studio, and show houses.

* Participated in San Francisco Bay Area Show Homes, Philharmonic House of Design (Orange County, CA), ASID Designer Show House, Milwaukee Symphony Show House and Parade of Homes.

Presentation/Design 
* Public, group and client presentation: teaching, persuading, leading and facilitating change.

* Inventive concepts, spatial arrangements and use of materials.

* Award-winning and publication-worthy projects.
* Sketching, Hand-Drafting, PowerPoint – creates presentation drawings and documents.

* Refines interior architecture with custom-designed cabinetry and other interior furniture and features.
* Visionary synthesis and customizing unique solutions to meet client’s design needs/demands.
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SOCIAL WORK Experience

Developed, managed and facilitated Neighborhood Ambassador, Photovoice Community Housing Assessment, Home-staging for the Neighborhood Foreclosure Home-resale projects and managed a Home Resource Fair for Grandmont Rosedale Development Corporation. Acted as community development liaison for LEAP (Lower Eastside Action Plan) representing JEBA (Jefferson East Business Association) serving Detroit’s distressed and challenged communities.

INTERIOR DESIGN Experience 

Accomplished Professional and Award-winning Interior Designer – a seasoned professional interior designer, successfully working for design and architectural firms, corporate retail design studios and as a sole-proprietor of a retail shop/design studio who leveraged inspired talent with sales, marketing and project management skills to build a startup and achieve revenues 400% in two years.
Forma Funzione … Interior Designer and ad hoc showroom manager for a start-up company located at the SF Design Center importing modern, luxury Italian kitchen and bath cabinetry. Was instrumental in all areas of the business, including, business development, marketing, design and project management. Marketing responsibilities such as arranging “green” kitchen design lecture for ASID during the Winter Market event and marketing streams aimed at architects, interior/designers and design/build professionals in the Bay area.
Migration Home (owner) … Masterminded and opened an interior design furniture and accessory retail shop with attached design studio in Traverse City, Michigan. Created the town’s stylish “go-to” boutique in the quaint downtown, which accommodates both the permanent and seasonal residents, and tourists. Spear-headed with a business plan the retail concept and store design, financial projections, accounting systems, human resource management, advertising and marketing, selection of vendors and purchasing, as well as shop layout, vignettes and displays… with the design studio aimed at a residential and hospitality clientele in Traverse City, Michigan. Led as the senior designer for statewide projects.
Interior Design Studio … Sole-Proprietor for start-up interior design consulting and full service studio in Milwaukee and Whitefish Bay, Wisconsin, Santa Rosa (Sonoma County) and Mission Viejo (Orange County) California and Whidbey Island and Seattle, Washington. Successfully retained clients with limited marketing budgets and without traditional advertising by mastering one-to-one selling techniques. Developed a residential clientele with projects ranging from whole home renovation, including kitchens and baths to new construction and children’s rooms and playhouses. 
Porter’s of Racine … Senior Interior Designer for a150 year-old established and regionally renowned high-end interior design retail furniture and accessory store, serving Chicago, Milwaukee and the multi-states region. Met with clients in the 80,000 SF store and in their homes to develop interior design concepts and plans selling Porter’s vast furnishing lines (very high–end, including window, floor and surface treatments) and prepared sales presentations and wrote contracts. 

Carson Pirie Scott – The Boston Store … Interior Designer for the corporate headquarters - Interior Design Studio, creating the corporate aesthetic for promotion of the store through high-profile marketing events like the Symphony Show Houses and Parade of Homes and other events and charity projects.

AWARDS and Publications … Mentioned in many renowned trade publications for design innovation.

1st Place – Residential Kitchen and Bath
 
1st Place – Residential Custom Designed Furniture

1st Place – Residential Model Home 
 
Honorable Mention – Residential Renovation 





ASID San Francisco - 2007 Design Competition-published winner 


WDI - ISID Programmer/Designer - San Francisco General Hospital Family Health Clinic
 Children’s Rooms From Newborns to Teens & Remodeled Kitchens & Baths Dramatic Makeovers –Schiffer Design Books

“Lisa Danovich’s design … was a hit!”…………….………………………………. L.A. Times 
